_Empﬂfegs Theatre to Be Home

Ot Paramount Pictures Soon

i, MARCUS,

Presldent of the Notable Feature Flilm company, who ls arranging to make the

Empress theatre a de luxe home for Paramount pictures,

Will Be Turned Into de
Luxe Screen Drama
House; Stock’ Com-

. pany Is. to" Move to

State Street; Wilkes

Announces Plans.

It was announced today by Roger W.~
Powers, vice president and attorney for
the Sulllvan-Censidine interests in ihia
clty, that John W. Considine wiil arrive
fn Salt Lake Thursday afterncen 1o cone
sumate a’'deal between the Sullivan-Caon-
sldine [nterests and Louls Marsus, repre-
senting Eastern parties, whereby, 1{ plans
mature, Marcus' assoclates will take over
the lease held by Considlne and operates
the Empress as o theatre da lure, ax-
hibiting excluslvely Paramount plctures.

The deal, I concluded, wlll involve in
the nelghborhood of §30,000 and the trans-
fer of the Sulllvan-Consldlne Interests in
this theatre to the new company wilth a
lcage of twenty-five years yet o run,

The Ernest Wilkes Sfock company,
which has been operating the IXnpress
theatra since last Heplember, will on the
32:2 %rhl.n;‘nuaur]yf move to the Utah the-

g ch w rom that date 3 3
as the Wilkes theatre. be known

Just who Is behind the Empress propo-
altlon 1a not announced by Louis Marcus,
president and general manager of the
Notable Feature Film company, who hax
Leen working on the deal for the past slx-
ty days in conjunction with Attprney
Powers,

The propesition, however, involves, ac-
cording to Marcus, something new in the
presentation of modern motion pletures
and a manager who has had succesaful
experience fn this connection Is to ba
‘ brought here at the end of this month.

\ Scme New Stunts.

! "I am not in pesition to announce at

this time who is behind thls proposltion,'”
declared Marcua when seen by a TELE-
GRAM reporter. ““Of course, personally, I
 am Interested in the new preposition be-
| cause I have long wanted to sce Para-
mount pictures presented to the publle
'in a modern fashion, one commensurate
" with their standing in the film world. Wa
i are not golng to throw them on the screen
;and fust let it go at that, hit or miss.
It the de=xl is closed we propose io ‘stage’
“each plcture, and what I mean by that,
i will he realized as soon as the publlc
1sees what we are gelng to do, Qur Bouth
‘Amerlean and Burten Holmes Trayel
| serles, for instance, will be travelogues
jwith a lecturer; our big features will be
presented with lIocal stage color and
effects, In fact there will ba many lnnova-
tions in the presentation of pictures in
Salt Lake.

Qrgan to Be Installed,

“Of course, we will have good musig
which will not only play the pictures,
but interpret them.

“Owing to ihe fact that we will open
during the flrst week {n February ana
the Wilkes Stock company will not vacats
the theatre In timme we will ot ba able ta
have the new big pipe organ, which will
be .ordered this week, Installed in time,

- *“'However, the theatre iz 10 be redeco-
rated and a number of new wrinkles in-
stalled, not the the least of awhich {3 the
1atest thing In profectlon screens, which
insures herfect pictures, together with
' somne novelties In the Introduction of pic-
tures which will be new hare,

- “The comfort and convenience of pa-
trons also will ba studled  and through
the inatallation of A f{ree checkroom wea
will try to abolish that annoyance, asso-
clated with motlon pictures houses of a
man or a woman having to get up ceca-
sionally whille nursing a lapful of wraps,
overcoats and parcels. Restrooms and
places for children also will be featured
while some new effects in lighting will
be Insialled.

Released Simultanecualy.

*Omn the same day that a certaln pieture
is ghown for the first time at the Strand
theatre, New York, at 23 and B0 cents,
it will be exhibited at gur theatrs at 10
and 15 cents. Just what the opeaning pro-
gram will be has not yvet definitely been
decided.

*In all probablliity it will be Geraldine
Farrzr in the bhix Lasky production
‘Temptation,” together with one of ths
celebrated Bray ‘Col. Heeza I.dar' car-
toons, which are now belng exciusively
released on tha Paramount pregram, fol-
lowed probably with Marguerite Clark in
“Mica and Men' and a_ Burton Iolmes
Travel pleture; then Iazel Dawn n
‘Mice and Men' with the IMaramount
naws plctures, and so on with an ocea-
elqna.l' Mary Plckford or Marguerite Clark
weeld"” .

STOCK COMPANY NG MORE.

Negotlations have been pending for
some ilme past between the Wilkes in-
terests and Col, Nephi W. Clayton, owner
of the Utah theatre, whereby the Wilkes
Stock company has entered Into a long
term Jlease for the old Utah. Thoman
Wiikes today sald:

“[ Mave been contemplating a changs
for a long time past and belileve that my
company is now sirong enough to makna
the old Utah a huge success. No money
will be spared In order to make ths
Wilkes theatre, as the Utah will hence-
forth be known, ons of the coslest, pret-
tiest and most completa stock theatres in
the entira country. The balcony seats
have always been mora or less crowded
and wa propose to change the ssallng ar-
rangement entirely, allowing mote leg
roomn or space between the seats,

“The hosues svill be refurnished and
many innovationa will ba insialled which

(Continued on page 6.)




EMPRESS THEATRE

)
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will prove pleasing 1¢ our many patrons,
The same company that has dpneared at
the Empresa theatre will move Intact to
the new TWilkes. st

Pians Revolving Stage. -

“In connectlon with our contermplated
change, I wigh to statle that we hiow have
in our empley an archiiect who is today
measuring the stage' of the new Wilkes
for the purpose of ascertainlng whether
or not it would ba practical to Install a
revolving or turpstile  platform . upen
which to bulld each production,

“If he reports favorubly as I .expect
he will, there will bs no walts or delays
batweern acts as hag been common with
 micclk theatres all over lhe countiry. At
the conclusion ¢f'each act, all that w!ll he
‘necessary will be to have the scene re-
- versed, which will take not more than a
minuie or a minute and a half at the
outelde.

“Francls Dean, my personal represan-
tative, hay left Salt Lake. for New, York
znd will negetiate the. purchase of aev-
eral new plays that have never heen pro-
duced on any stage, -

“The new Willkee will ba a producing
libugo. . .

+ .TAfter presentatlon in Salt Lake Clty,
pliys will be taken over my chaln of
theatres and If muccess zeems asaured,
will later ba prezented in New York Gty




